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1 . Algebraic Fractions
Multiply 4m/7 by 2n/3.

8mn/21 
2 . Sediments
Organic sediment consists of the tissues of plants and 
animals that are accumulated and preserved.  One 
example of these sediments is what partially 
carbonized vegetable matter found in bogs?

peat 
3 . Meridians
Name the meridian that is half a world away from the 
prime meridian.

International Date Line (180 deg. longitude) 
4 . Mixed Numbers
In lowest terms, restate the ratio of 3 1/4 to 2.

13/8 
5 . Long Distance Communications
The riders covered two hundred miles a day for ten 
days, changing horses every ten to twenty miles.  
Name this mail service initiated in 1860.

Pony Express 

6 . Reflexes
What highly contagious reflex behavior is associated 
with exhaustion and boredom?

yawning 
7 . Homonyms
Spell the word meaning "cried or sobbed loudly" that 
is a homonym for an adjective indicating a lack of 
hair on the head.

bawled 
8 . Territories
In the 1840s, the Oregon Territory was jointly 
occupied by the U.S. and what other country?

Great Britain 
9 . Tributaries
What is the principal tributary of the Mississippi 
River?

Missouri River 
1 0 . Slaughter
During the 1870s, General Philip Sheridan authorized 
the slaughter of herds of what animals to deprive 
Native American tribes of their primary source of 
food?

buffalo (bison) 
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1 . Architecture
What is the collective name for minarets, ziggurats, 
campaniles, turrets, obelisks, pagodas, belfries, and 
steeples?

towers 
2 . Literary Elements
What is the term for the moment in a play, novel, or 
short story when the crisis reaches its point of greatest 
intensity and is thereafter resolved?

climax 
3 . Mercurian Time
Since a single day on Mercury is equal to 59 Earth 
days and since it takes 88 Earth days for Mercury to 
revolve around the Sun, to the nearest tenth, how 
many Mercurian days are there in one Mercurian 
year?

1.5 
4 . Laws of Physics
What is the ordinal number of Newton's law applicable 
to this example?
  A Sherman tank stuck in the mud tends to
  remain stuck in the mud.

first 
5 . Body Systems
Name the two main gases involved in the primary 
functions of the pulmonary system.

oxygen, carbon dioxide 

6 . Astronomical Math
At 75 mph, you could reach the Sun in about 142 
years.  At the same speed it would take 39 million 
years to reach the next nearest star.  To the nearest ten 
thousand, how many times farther away is Proxima 
Centauri than the Sun?

270 ,000  
7 . Vulcanism
The Ring of Fire is a belt of vulcanism and tectonic 
disturbances rimming which ocean?

Pacific 
8 . Linking Verbs
How many linking verbs are in this excerpt?
  He was lying on his back as hard as armor
  plate, and when he lifted his head a little, he
  saw his vaulted brown belly, sectioned by
  arch-shaped ribs.

1 .
9 . Documents
Delaware acted first.  Pennsylvania did the same five 
days later followed by New Jersey, Georgia, 
Connecticut and Massachusetts.  In 1788, Maryland, 
South Carolina and New Hampshire joined in.  What 
document had been ratified?

U.S. Constitution 
1 0 . Exercise
The circulatory and what other rate increase most 
dramatically during strenuous exercise?

respiratory 



Conference Tournament Tiebreakers  Round 3  Page 1
1 . Sentence Transformation
Restate this sentence using an indirect object.
  He bought a tank for his son.

He bought his son a tank. 
2 . Malapropisms
What word should have been used in this line?
  He's a wolf in cheap clothing.

sheep's 
3 . Cemeteries
The Chattanooga, Nashville, and Knoxville national 
cemeteries are in what state?

Tennessee  
4 . Insects
What types of eyes do insects have?

compound eyes 
5 . Hibernation
During hibernation, animals live on their reserves of 
stored what?

fat 

6 . Consequences
These statistics are about what habit?
  -It increases your risk of getting many
   serious diseases including bronchitis,
   emphysema, and heart disease.
  -It can lead to conditions such as
   low birth weight and premature birth. 
  -It causes more than eight of every
   ten cases of lung cancer.

smoking (using tobacco) 
7 . Geographic Slang
What is the slang variation of the term, boondocks?

boonies 
8 . Nutrition
The body has many requirements for nutrients such as 
proteins and carbohydrates.  It also needs other 
materials such as calcium, phosphorus, and iron.  How 
are these materials classified?

minerals 
9 . Diphthongs
What two letters comprise the diphthong in the word 
for the sound of a cat makes?

ow (from meow) 
1 0 . Trapper Math
If a trapper is offering 2 beaver pelts for 7 muskrat 
pelts, how many beaver pelts would you get for your 
98 muskrat pelts?

28 
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1 . Stars
What kind of star is described as a superdense mass of 
neutrons with such a powerful gravitational attraction 
that only neutrinos and high-energy photons can 
escape?

neutron stars (pulsars) 
2 . Rulers
Thutmose is the name of four rulers of what ancient 
country?

Egypt 
3 . Myths
These are all gods of what?
  the Egyptian Anubis
  the Norse Hel
  the Greek Thanatos
  the Roman Pluto
  the Mexican Santa Muerte

death 
4 . Law
What is the term for the basic written system of laws 
for an organization, a state, or a country?

constitution 
5 . Work Problems
Bob worked twice as long as Jan.  Jan worked one 
hour more than Kim.  Kim worked 2 hours less than 
Pedro.  Pedro worked 3 hours.  How many hours did 
Bob work?

4 hours 

6 . Big Wings
Officially measured at 3.63 meters, name the living 
bird that holds the record for the greatest wingspan.

albatross (wandering albatross) 
7 . Early Legislation
In 1792, Congress passed the Coinage Act which 
established a standard of bimetallism and what kind of 
facility in Philadelphia?

mint 
8 . Levers
What is the term for the force applied to a lever to 
move a load?

effort 
9 . Machines
What is the general name for a machine designed to 
convert energy into mechanical motion?

engine (motor) 
1 0 . Clauses
What kind of clause makes a complete grammatical 
statement that can stand alone?

independent clause 


